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 AIS VIP Intercultural Study Tour to Turkey  
27 June to 10 July 2009 

In cooperation with  
PASIAD 
(Asia-Pacific Social and Economic Solidarity Forum) 



Draft Itinerary   
The Australian Intercultural Societyôs Travel to Timeless Cities Study Tour to Turkey will 
take place during 27 Jun ï 10 July 2008. 
 
Please note, dinner on each day of the tour will be held with local businessmen, branches of 
civil society, religious/community bodies or educational institutions. LUNCH will be left to the 
discretion of the participants. 
 
(Subject to Change) 
 
1st Day Melbourne / Kayseri 
Departure from Melbourne en route to Kayseri, Turkey 
 
2nd Day Kayseri 
Hotel Check-in 
Breakfast 
Rest until lunch 
Çifte Medrese, the first Seljuk school of anatomy, now known as Gevher Nesibe Medical History 
Museum 
Visit to the 13th century Huant Hatun Mosque which comprises the first Seljuk complex 
Dinner 
Overnight in Kayseri 
 
3rd Day Kayseri / Cappadocia 
Hotel breakfast 
Bus travel to Nevsehir (102Km) 
Hotel check-in 
Bus tour of Nevsehir and surrounds 
Dinner at Lara College 
Overnight in Nevsehir 
 
4th Day Cappadocia / Niĵde 
Breakfast 
Avanos 
Göreme Open Air Museum 
Uçhisar 
Underground cities 
Dinner in Celal Avsar private College and visit a Turkish house 
Overnight in Niĵde 
 
5th Day Niĵde / Antep (Edessa)  
Hotel breakfast 
Bus travel to Antep (412Km) 
Lunch in Antep 
Visit to historical Antep Museum 
City Tour 
Dinner 
Overnight in Antep  
 
6th Day Antep / Urfa 
Hotel breakfast 
Bus travel to Urfa, the birthplace of Prophet Abraham (138Km) 
Visit to Atatürk Dam 
Arrival in Urfa and hotel check-in 
Visit the Pool of Sacred Fish (Balēklēgöl) 
Visit the station of Prophet Job 
King Nimrodôs Catapult 
Visit Abraham's Cave (birthplace of Abraham) 
Witness the óSira Gecesiô of Urfa, a traditional night program including music, singing, 
conversation, poetry and Dinner 
Overnight in Urfa 
 
 



 
7th Day Urfa/ Mardin 
Hotel breakfast 
Visit Harran, the location of the first university 
Bus travel to Mardin (185Km) 
Check in the hotel 
Visit the ruins of Dara; most famous city of the ancient Mesopotamia region 
Visit the cityôs castle and the city Museums 
Dinner in Mardin 
Overnight in Mardin 
 
8th Day Mardin / Istanbul 
Breakfast 
Sightseeing in Mardin and bus travel to Diyarbakir? (98Km) 
Flight to Istanbul 
Hotel check-in 
Overnight in Istanbul 
 
9th Day Istanbul 
Hotel breakfast 
Visit to the Topkapi Palace 
Free time and/or personal shopping in Grand Bazaar 
Dinner 
Overnight in Istanbul 
 
10th Day Istanbul 
Hotel Breakfast 
Sultan Ahmet, the heart of the óold cityô ï centre of Byzantine and Ottoman Empires 
Blue Mosque, Haghia Sophia 
Hippodrome, Obelisk of Theodosius, Serpentine Column, German Fountain of Wilhelm II 
Sixth-century Byzantine cistern 
Dinner at PASIAD ï Asia-Pacific Social & Economic Solidarity Foundation  
Overnight in Istanbul 
 
11th Day Istanbul 
Breakfast in villa at Scenic Camlica Hill 
Visit to Samanyolu Television station (STV) 
Visit to Dolmabahce Palace 
Yacht tour of the Bosporus and lunch in the yacht 
Short walk in and around Uskudar Kizkulesi 
Dinner at Coskun College 
Overnight in Istanbul 
 
12th Day Istanbul 
Hotel breakfast 
Grand Covered Bazaar, Spice Bazaar 
Visit Zaman Newspaper 
Dinner at Private Fatih College 
Departure from Istanbul en route to Melbourne, Australia 
 

The Australian Intercultural Society wishes you an enjoyable and 
enriching Intercultural Study Tour of Turkey. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The map of Turkey and travel distance for the scheduled study tour 

 



 
 
 

Key 
Plane:    
Bus:    
 

Cappadocia Nigde 
73 km 

Mardin  Diyarbakir 
96 km 

Nigde  Antep 
412 km 

Antep  Urfa 
138 km 

Kayseri  Cappadocia 
68 km 

Diyarbakir  Istanbul 
1372 km 

Urfa   Mardin  
185 km 


